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Reducing the Risk of Disease Introduction to Your Farm 

There are many swine diseases that can have serious consequences ranging from mild sickness to 
severe illness, animal welfare problems, and even death. Some diseases (for example, flu) can infect 
both pigs and people, and infection can happen in either direction.  Keeping diseases out is the first 
and best strategy in reducing the impact of disease on your farm.  The points below may help identify 
how you can reduce the risk of exposure to disease.  If a disease does get onto your farm, best 
management practices can reduce the risk of it spreading to other pigs, other livestock species, or 
people.  

Take the time to assess the risk factors on your farm and make plans and establish procedures 
appropriate for your operation.  Any steps you are able to implement will reduce risk of both disease 
entry and disease transfer in your operation. 

Risk How to minimize risk of disease introduction and transfer 
External exposure Use separate boots and clothes for farm operations and for off-farm business; 

disinfect boots on return to the farm; avoid other pig farms when possible; 
fence outdoor areas securely and inspect and repair regularly 

Introduction of New 
Stock 

Obtain only from a trusted source; ensure animals have basic vaccinations; 
do not mix pigs from different sources; quarantine new animals and observe 
carefully; have isolation areas for quarantine away from other animals; clean 
pens before moving animals into them 

Treatment of sick 
animals 

Observe all pigs routinely, looking for unusual behaviour, signs of illness, or 
poor growth; isolate sick animals from others and treat promptly; treat 
correctly according to the disease; seek veterinary advice and care if needed; 
keep records of treatments  

Transport of animals 
and removal of manure 
and deadstock 

Ensure transport vehicles have been washed; drivers should disinfect boots 
or use disposable boot covers and avoid other animal areas of your farm; 
vehicles returning from other farms should be washed; ensure proper 
handling and disposal of deadstock 

Feed, water, & 
equipment supply 

Do not feed human food or scraps that may contain or has been in contact 
with meat; obtain feed and equipment only from trusted sources; remove 
packaging; water sources must clean, non-contaminated & tested annually 

Personnel, workers & 
workflow 

Separate boots and coveralls for the farm, which stay on the farm; no contact 
with other pig farms for 48 hours; clean/disinfect hands before and after 
working with livestock; anyone who is ill should avoid pigs; work with young 
animals before older animals but work with any quarantined animals last 

Site access & visitors Separate boots and clothes (or coveralls) for the farm, which stay on the 
farm; use a Danish entry system; shower before entry if possible; essential 
visitors only and keep records; no contact with other pig farms for 48 hours 
(two weeks for visitors from abroad); anyone who is ill should avoid pigs 

Rodent, insect & bird 
control 

Keep feed in rodent-proof container or building; clean up spilled feed 
promptly; screens on windows or doors if indoor housing; clear grass and 
weeds around buildings and pasture borders; use traps or safe (tamper-proof) 
bait stations if needed; eliminate standing water 

Environment & region Be aware of nearby pig farms and their disease status; vaccinate animals 
against diseases known to be in your area; avoid driving on roads near farms 
experiencing disease outbreaks or used for hauling hog manure 

Collectively the management practices, procedures, and precautions taken to prevent the 
introduction of disease and the transfer of disease on your farm is your biosecurity plan. 
Your biosecurity plan should be reviewed routinely. 



 

 


